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U.S. Arms Breed War 



Seven Senators Wield Samurais 
American Military Spending in 
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By Drew Pearson 

JERUSALEM — A delega- 
tion of seven Senators stop- 
ped off here emroute from a 
trip through Asia during 
which they arrived at two 
important conclusions: 

I 1. United States arms sup- 
plied to onoe-neutral nations 
Ire breeding wars. 

S 2. There is almost no sup- 
ort for United States policy 
i South Vietnam from any- 
ody in Asia. 

Traveling to the Indian- 
Pakistan border, two of the 
Senators got their most graph- 
ic lesson as to what United 
States arms have done to 
the peace of the world. At 
Amritsar on the Indian side 
of the border. Democratic 
Senators Vance Hartke (Ind.) 
and Quentin Burdick (N.D.) 
saw what was called a “Pat- 
ton Tank Graveyard” — 70 
battered American tanks tak- 
en by the Indians from the 
Pakistanis. 

I The United States had giv- 
pi the tanks to Pakistan with 
he written agreement they 
vould not be used against In- 
}ia, only to defend Pakistan 
|gainst Communist aggres- 
sors. 

On the streets of Amritsar, 
little Indian boys greeted the 
Senators with taunts of “Pat- 
ton! Patton!” 

Oh the Pakistan side of 
the border, officials told the 
Senators that only 25 of the 
tanks came from the United 
States; the remainder came 
from Red China. 

“We can count,” replied 
^Hartke. 

Afterward, Sen. Burdick 
remarked; “I’m the first 
forth Dakotan in Congress 
I ho has voted for foreign 
lid. But you’re now looking 
: a Senator who has cast his 
a st vote for military aid.” 

, -Arriving in Israel, the ’sen- 
ators were briefed by Maj. 
Gen. Isaac Rabin, Israeli 
phief of Staff, who told them 
|hat his observers, peering 
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hcross the Gulf of Aqaba at 
|he shores of Jordan, -had 
been able to see American 
tanks being unloaded for the 
Jordanian army. This made it 
hecessary for Israel to buy 
pore tanks to maintain the 
arms balance. 

The Senatorial delegation 
also included Wayne Morse 
(D-Ore.) as chairman; Frank 
Lausche (D-Ohio), chairman 
of the Foreign Relations Sub- 
committee on Asia, who was 



taking his first trip abroad; 
Everett Jordan (D-N.C.) and 
Winston Prouty (Vt.) -and Pe- 
ter Dominick (Colo.), Repub- 
licans. The Japanese govern- 
ment had requested that a 
Senate delegation attend -a 
parliamentary meeting. Lat- 
er, India and Pakistan asked 
them to stop off there. 

I In Japan, several Senators 
Vied to stir up support for 
|he American position ,in 
Vietnam, but got nowhere, 
sen. Hartke several times 
iroached the idea of getting 
Tapanese troops to help the 
Jnited States, and asked 
whether Japan was fearful of 
he growing power of Com- 
rnnist China. The answer to 
|oth was negative. The Japa- 
nese didn’t consider China a 
Menace and emphatically dis- 
peed with the Johnson- 
jSusk statements that Chi- 
nese communism was push- 
ing south into Vietnam. 

Toward the end of the trip, 
several of the Senators were 
convinced that United States 
policy in South Vietnam was 
a mistake. Not, however, Sen. 
Lausche. He remained the 
strongest supporter of ■ the 
Johnson policy. 

“Frank, how many children 
do you have?” asked Hartke. 

Lausche has none. 

“Well, I have four boys,” 
said Hartke, “and I don’t 
want any of them killed in 
Vietnam.” 

The only official foreign 
support for the Vietnam war 
came from Israel when the 
Senators met with Deputy 
Premier Abba Eban, former 
Ambassador to the United 
States and about 'to become 
Israeli foreign minister. 
When Hartke asked what he 
thought about the Vietnam 
war, Eban replied: 

“We are for the rights of 
small countries. As a :smaii 
country ourselves, we natural- 
ly champion the right of 
South Vietnam to remain in- 
dependent.” 

This aroused Sen. Morse. 

“I recognize diplomacy,” 
he said, “but will you tell me 
just when South Vietnam has 
had a government which 
could last five minutes with- 
out the support of the Unit- 
ed States? Is that what you 
call an independent govern- 
ment?” 

Eban smiled wryly. “I have 
heard there was some differ- 
ence of opinion on this ques- 
tion in the United States,” he 
said. 




fe'At the American Embassy, 
me Senators got a briefing 
«i Near East problems from 
Irnited States Ambassador 
■Walworth Barbour. Sin. 
Iiartke asked him why Israel 
h§d voted with the ITnited 
Slates to bar China from the 
Ujfited Nations. 

1‘They never voted that 
W before,” remarked 
Hprtke. “We must have put 
fflot of heat on them.” 

| “We asked them to,” re- 
plied the Ambassador laconi- 
cally. “They owed us a few 
things.” 

Sen. Morse’s needling of 
Deputy Premier Eban was 
done in a closed door meet- 
ing. Earlier, in Afghanistan, 
United States Ambassador 
John Steeves had called a 
press conference at which 
Morse, as chairman of the 
Senate group, was called 
upon to answer questions. He 
declined to talk on foreign 
affairs. 

“Any questions you have 
on foreign policy will be an- 
swered by the Ambassador,” 
Morse said. “He speaks for 
the United States. I do not. 
The advise and consent 
clause of the Constitution 
does not apply outside the 
United States. Whatever I 
have to say about foreign 
policy will be said on the 
Senate floor or when I get 
back to New York.” 

* . * * 

Rep. Clement Zablocki (Dr 
Wis.) was stoned in Pakistan 
when he traveled there inde- 
pendently. He had held a 
press conference in India 
strongly critical of Pakistan. 
Although Pakistan is a police 
state, the Senators unexpec- 
tedly found 'that once-dem- 
ocratic India is no longer 
democratic. Thousands of 
political prisoners have been 
jailed without trial because 
they disagree wth the Indian 
government in the war 
against Pakistan and the de- 
fense against Red China . . . 
Despite their interest in 
foreign affairs, the Senators 
seemed more interested in 
the statements of Sen. Bobby 
Kennedy (D-N.Y.), diamet- 
rically opposed to President 
Johnson on the Dominican 
Republic, ' China and the 
United Nations, South Viet- 
nam and Negro progress. 
Some of the Senators pre- 
dicted an early break be- 
tween Kennedy and Pres- 
ident Johnson. 
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